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1. The 1999 Mitsubishi Galant underwent a thorough re-design and an 
early release. The Galant also is the first or one of the first Japanese 
nameplates to have locks supplied and manufactured by Strattec. Since 
Strattec has a great working relationship with the locksmith industry, we 
hope they can get their foot in the door on more of these manufactures, as 
this can only benefit the automotive locksmiths. 
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1999 Mitsubishi Galant 


2. First start out with a good set of car opening wedges 
and the standard horizontal slide linkage tool. Insert 
the tool about 6 inches from the edge of the glass. 


Opening 


3. The linkage on this model is horizontal and well 
exposed. 


4. A closer view shows the lock linkage is the upper 
rod and when you make contact it slides forward easily 
with a little downward pressure. 
5. The ignition lock on this car is mounted on the 
column. 


Ignition 


6. To service the 
lock you will need 
to remove the 
plastic two piece 
shroud. Remove 
the 2 screws 
directly under the 
column. 
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7. Remove the last remaining screw that is above the 
ignition lock. 


8. Once the screws are removed you will need to 
unsnap the top portion to the shroud. 


9. The lower shroud can now be lowered out of the way. 


10. It may be easier to unsnap the illumination ring to 
remove the ignition lock cylinder. It snaps in at the top 
and bottom. 
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11. This model uses an active retainer. The retainer is 
located on the forward side of the lock at the 9 o’clock 
position. 


12. Insert a working key and turn it to the “ACC” 
position. Press down on the active retainer to remove 
the ignition lock cylinder. 


13. The lock cylinder removed from the car. There is 
no way you could ever tell this lock was made by 
Strattec. 


14. If the lock needed to be 
removed and no key would work 
or could be fitted to the lock, the 
lock could be drilled. Drill through 
the face of the lock in between 
the “O” and the “C” on the word 
“LOCK”. Keep your drill straight 
and remember you are drilling 
into the retainer cavity. 
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15. The retainer pin is not hardened. Once you have 
drilled out enough of the lower portion of the retainer 
material you can press down on the top portion of the 
retainer and remove. The lock would have to be 
replaced and drilling the lock is at your own risk. 


17. There 
are eight 
tumblers 
in the lock. 
Four from 
each side. 


18. When working 
with the cylinder 
plug, be careful of 
the buzzer 
actuator falling 
out. 


16. Disassembly of the lock to 
recode it is easy. Remove the tru- 
arc retainer on the rear of the lock 
and slide out the cylinder plug. 
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19. The door lock is part of the outside door handle. 
The door handle is made of plastic. It probably 
wouldn’t take much to break out the lock cylinder with 
a large screwdriver. 


Door Lock 


20. To service the door lock cylinder you would need 
to remove the inside door panel. 


21. Remove the screw hidden under the trim cap on 
the forward upper section of the panel. 


22. Remove the screw located in the door pull cavity. 


23. Remove the 
screw located in 
the trim cover 
for the inside 
door release 
lever. 
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24. There are 2 screws on the rear edge of the door 
panel that must be removed, they are hidden under 
the trim caps. 


25. You must remove the cover to the side mirror. 


26. Once you unsnap the cover you will see three 10mm 
nuts. Remove the two forward 10mm nuts. The other 
one does not interfere with the panel removal so do not 
remove it. It holds the side mirror from falling off. 


27. After the two nuts are removed you can slide out 
the plastic trim riser for the side mirror. Now the only 
thing holding the door panel is the standard plastic 
push-in fastener. 
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28. Unsnap the panel and remember to disconnect the 
wiring from the door to the panel. 


29. Once the panel has been removed, you can gently 
pull back the weather barrier. Avoid tearing it. 


30. There is a large area to work in. 


31. The lock cylinder is held into the handle with a 
wire clip retainer. Slide the wire clip to the side to 
remove the lock. 


32. Mark the lock 
cylinder and the 
electrical connector 
so you remember 
which way it goes 
back on. 


10 • Automotive Edge 
National Locksmith Automobile Association 


33. Once the lock cylinder has been removed from the 
car it looks similar to other late-model Strattec locks. 
The face-cap is reusable and slides off pretty easy. 


34. Before removing the tailpiece, mark the parts so 
you remember which way it goes back on. 


35. The dust shutter assembly snaps and unsnaps 
from the cylinder plug. There is one spring that sits in 
the front of the plug applying pressure to the shutter 
assembly. 


36. There are eight tumblers, four from each side. 


37. The door lock assembly 
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38. All the locks use the same tumblers. There are 
four depths. 


39. The trunk lock cylinder is to the upper right of the 
license plate and is partially concealed behind a 
chrome nameplate. 


Trunk Lock 


40. There is a manual trunk release lever located next 
to the driver’s front seat. 


41. The trunk lock is held in place by two 10mm nuts, 
remove them. 
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42. To get the 
trunk lock out, 
you will need to 
remove the two 
screws on the 
chrome 
nameplate trim. 


43. Next, unsnap the 
plastic snap fastener 
closest to the lock cylinder. 
You can now slide the 
chrome trim out of the way 
to remove the lock. 


44. There is a large 
drain opening on the 
bottom of the trunk 
lock. You could 
insert a blank key 
and sight-read the 
tumbler depths 
through the opening. 
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45. The trunk lock removed from the car. 


46. Once again, it is important to mark the tailpiece and 
the lock so you remember which way it goes back on. 


47. The face cap is reusable so don’t tear it up when 
you remove it. 


48. The trunk lock cylinder plug is not warded and 
slides right out. 


49. The trunk lock 
has all eight 
tumblers. 
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50. The glove box door is pictured. 


Glove Box Lock 


51. Remove the two screws that hold the lock to the 
glove box door. 


52. The glove box lock removed from the car. 


53. On the rear of the glove box lock there is a small 
opening above the cylinder plug. If you look closely 
you can see the four regular tumblers and a retainer 
tumbler. The retainer tumbler is the most forward one. 
If you have a key, press down on the retainer tumbler 
and rotate the plug clockwise. If you do not have a 
working key, use the side of a pick to press down on 
all the tumblers and rotate the plug clockwise. 
Remember you are rotating clockwise if you are 
looking at the lock from the back side. 
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54. The glove box lock 
cylinder plug being removed. 


55. The plug contains 4 
tumblers in positions 5 
through 8. The retainer 
tumbler is the one closest to 
the bow. 


56. The new Galant key has 
no shoulder and is longer 
than most others. There have 
been reports of the OEM keys 
being milled incorrectly. The 
key should not be wider than 
.330”. 
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57. The key itself goes very deep into the ignition lock. 


58. The code series runs from F 001-1571. 


